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ll Persons Indicted in 
Latin Drug-Smuggling Probe 

By Rk.~ Atkinson 
Wub~l'oG~Wtltar 

A feder.d grand jury in Miami . 
yesterd't indicted 11 persons, in· 
cludir& an aide to Nicaragua's in~ 
teri Jr minister, on cocaine- smug .. 
~!ing charges in a case that Reagan 
administration officials have cited 
as evidence of official Sandinista 
government complicity in drug traf· 
licking. 

Seven of the aa:used have es
caped arrest, and sources in Miami 
said that premature disclosure of 
the case last week, allegedly by ad·· 
ministration offic:Ws hoping · to 
make a political poiDt, compromised 
the investigation. 

"It's kind of a mess," said one of· 
ficial, who asked not to be identi· 
tied. -rhe investigation was no
where near tinishtd •.•• We got 
the small fry, but tile big guys got 
away: 

Another official added, "It's a dis
appointment ••.. This is not the 
first time somethiag like this has 
happened when a case becomes po- . 
litical." 

Federal officials are preparing 
extradition request. on the fugi
tives and plan to •bmit them to 
Nkaragua and Colombia, but one 
offiCial said, '111e clrances of extra
diting people out <i (either nation) 
are practically nil" 

Extracting fugitiores from Nka· 
ragua is complicaled by the fact 
that the U.S. extradilion treaty with 
that nation •doesn't cover narcotics 

offenses• because it was signed ear· 
ly in the century, he added. 

Among the fugitive defendants is 
Frederico Vaughan, identified in 
court documents as an aide to Ni-
caraguan Interior Minister Tomas 
Borge. · 

U.S. Attorney Stanley Marcus 
and Peter Gruden, head of the Drug 
Enforcement Administration in Mi
ami, acknowledged at a news con
ference that they have no direct ev
idence implicating other. Ni
caraguan government offiCials. 

"I think there's growing indica
tions that the government of Nk
aragua is playing some part in the • 
cocaine coming into the United 
States; Gruden ~ "But at this 
point, its hard to say if there's any
complicity on the part of Ni
caraguan officials.~ 

The indictment alleges that 
Vaughan showed a drug-flight pilot 
a landing strip in Managua to be 
used by airplanes carrying cocaine 
from Nicaragua· to the U oiled 
States. One official said investiga· 
tors have photographa of Vaughan 
helping to load cocaine onto an air· 
plane. ·. 
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" "'t was further part of this con
spiracy that Frederico 
Vaughan ••. would protect co
caine-distribution personnel and 
equipment and would supervise the 
shipment of cocaine into and out of 
Nicaragua· as well as the refueling 
and maintenance of aircraft used to 
transport cocaine from Colombia 
and Bolivia to Nicaragua, and from 
Nicaragua to Me)tico and the Unit· 
ed States; the indictment said. 

Among othPr fugitives named in 
the indictment are Pablo Escobar 
Gaviria and Jorge Ochoa, identified 
in a justice Department statement 
as "top-level traffickers in Colom· 
bian cocaine.• 

Sources in Miami said that, al
most from the time the investiga· 
tion began in February, it attracted 
an ·unusual amount of attention 
from senior officials in the Justice 
and Treasury departments because 
of the Nicaraguan connection. 

'When we first started writing 
reports, it generated a lot of inter· 
est. more than if it was Bolivia or 
Colombia," one official said. 

Gen. Paul F. Gorman, head of the 
U.S. Army Southern Command. 
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alleged June 29 in E1 Salvador that 
Nicaraguan government leaders 
were involved ·in drug smuggling, 
but he declined to elaborate. 

Details of the investigation were 
disclosed July 17 in The Washing
ton Times. Although no source was 
named in the article. one official 
close to the investigation said it is 

· widely believed to he a senior ad
ministration official with close ties 
to the white House. 

Subsequent news reports, includ
ing one in The Washington Post, 
quoted unidentified administration 
sources as saying that CIA informa
tion Unked top-level N"IC3r.lguan 
offiCials to the drug trafficking. 

Some investigators in the case 
first learned of the disclosure by 
reading newspapers, one source 
said. Some federal drug agents 
were warned of the impending pub
lic disclosures hefore July 17, "but 
there wasn't much we could do 
about it,• another source said. 

One offiCial said indictments 
probably would not bave been pre
pared in the case for another month 
because "'we were trying to maneu-
ver some of these people~ to places 

where they could he arrested. A 
Justice Department spokesman 
here said, "I just have no comment.· 

. The State Department has been 
asked to request that Colombian 
authorities issue arrest wamn,ts 
against Ochoa and Escobar Gaviria, 
one official said. Another added, 
"We reaDy don't know where these 
guys are.· 

The indictment" said cocaine de
liveries in the conspiracy hegan in 
April when one defendant flew to 
MedeUin, Colombia, and discussed 
with Ochoa and Escobar . Gaviria 
shipping 3,300 pounds to south 
Florida. .Ochoa then allegedly made 
available a twin-engine airplane to 
fly 1,500 pounds from Colombia to. 
Nicaragua, with intentions of later 
transporting it to the United States. 

On June. 3, one shipment was 
seized by Nicaraguan authorities 
but, on the following day, Vaughan 
secured, ~eir-release and allegedly 
"provided secure facilities for the 
aircraft and the cocaine." 

After another 1,452-pound ship
ment, $1.5 million was delivered in 
ear(y July to Vaughan and Escobar 
Gaviria, the indictment alleged. 
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